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Editorial 

Spear safe campaign  Safety is a very important issue for all of us. There have been some tragic fatal 

accidents this year due to shallow water blackout and some nasty accidents from gear and sharks 

(see more below). The AUF offers our sincere condolences to the family and friends of those 

affected. We are also trying to prevent future incidents and accidents and there has been good 

progress to increase awareness of safety with a National Spearsafe campaign with website, stickers, 

brochure, DVD and risk assessments. We also have a goal of a single national Spearfishing training 

package.  

Nationals Congratulations to Rob Torelli for winning the Open National Spearfishing Championships 

όƘŜƭŘ ƛƴ ±ƛŎǘƻǊƛŀύ ŦƻǊ ŀ wŜŎƻǊŘ т ǘƛƳŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ aŀǊȅ !ƴƴŜ {ǘŀŎŜȅ ŦƻǊ ǿƛƴƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ 

championships for a record 7 times. The juniors was won by Trent Crane (Vic), intermediate was 

Dave Scholefield (SA), veterans Gunther Pfrengle (NSW), Master John Schulter (NSW). The 

Superdiver (Spearfishing, finswimming and photography) was hotly contested and close and the 

winner was Garth Byron (NSW). The Mark Searle Interpacific Pairs trophy was won by Aaron 

Crocome and David Welch. A full report below. 

There were 33 competitors, great support from sponsors, some challenging conditions and small 

fish. Thank you very much to Zia Mustafa and his team for being the Competition Director. Of course 

we also appreciate feedback on what was excellent and what can be better for next nationals. The 

nationals event is 4 star Neatfish accredited for fishing sustainability. 

The rotation policy for the nationals is now SA, QLD, NSW, WA, Vic - Preliminary discussions have 

commenced with SA but if they do not wish to host in 2011 then the next state Qld will be selected. 

Shark watch  The final report has been written and sent to Government. An excellent community 

survey has been published. Both documents available at http://www.auf -

spearfishing.com.au/public/documents/documents.php 

http://www.auf-spearfishing.com.au/public/documents/documents.php
http://www.auf-spearfishing.com.au/public/documents/documents.php
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Benefits of a National organisation to represent spearfishers What is the priority of Government- 

certainly it does not appear to be not recreational fishers interests. The peak body representing 

recreational fishers Recfish Australia has not received ongoing Government funding and will now 

move to a voluntary organisation. Recfish Australia has done a great job for all fishers and 

spearfishers and one was the leaders for the Grey Nurse Shark AAT court case and a strong 

supporter of the AUF and its issues. Their expertise and co-ordinating role will be sorely missed and 

this is a tragedy for community leadership. 

Our sport is growing rapidly with many new club members and even more people buying gear and 

having a go. Communication is increasing and look out for the upcoming Dive  Expo and  National 

Blue Water Hunting and Freediving Symposium  in Brisbane  

The AUF and USFA are still separate entities and this is a shame when we need to work together and 

unite on issues that are important for all spearfishers and skindivers. Suggestions welcome from 

skindivers on what you want for the future of our sport. 

Rules We all know that rules for marine parks and fishing are complicated. But you have a legal and 

ethical responsibility to know the rules and follow them and be a good role model for others. If 

someone is doing the wrong thing either deliberately or accidently then please educate them so that 

all spearfishers reputations are not damaged by a few bad individuals, It is the leaders in our sport 

who influence the culture of what is acceptable behaviour. One of the great examples of changing 

culture is from the Townsville Skindiving Club with its new competition format άTop 10έ ς check it 

out below as you may be able to adopt this for your club. 

Facebook Are you on facebook? Do you find this is a good source of information and photos for your 

skindiving and Spearfishing? 

Until next time, I wish you great friends, clear water, big fish and great experiences 

 

Dr Adam Smith, National Chair (Spearfishing)  

 Adam with a 3.2 kg Coronation trout from 

Thimble Shoal 
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SPEARING THE MENU- 15 % discount 

Spearing the MenuΣ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǎǇŜŀǊŦƛǎƘƛƴƎ ǘŜƭŜǾƛǎƛƻƴ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΣ ƛǎ ƴƻǿ 

available on DVD with a 15 per cent discount being offered to AUF members.  

The two-disc DVD set contains all seven episodes from the first series. 

 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

Hi Adam, 

 A number of club members are breaking the law with regards to bag limits. 

 These limits are possession limits - if one takes the bag on a particular day one cannot follow this up 

with another bag on a subsequent day unless one has utilised all the fish from the first day prior to 

going to sea. 

 If the limit is 7 trout and one catches this on a day and consumes say 1 that night, then on the 

following day one may only catch 1 additional fish of this species to make up the possession limit of 7 

for the species. 

 I know of 4 club divers who last weekend speared 21 trout between them on the first day and then 

followed this up with another 28 on the second day.  

 Between them they were over the possession limit by 21 trout, which they took back with them from 

1770 to Brisbane and the Gold Coast. 
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 A fisheries officer could have stopped them on their way back down the coast and this would have 

resulted in a serious predicament for the AUF and, as the peak organisation, also for all 

spearfishermen, Australia wide. 

 Last year a group of divers, form the xxxx club, spent a week at 1770 and tried to spear the daily bag 

limit of fish every day.  They then returned to NSW with approximately 4 times the possession limit. 

 These are 2  examples of contempt of the laws of the country and in particular in Qld and NSW, that I 

am aware of.   

 I have spoken to numerous other divers in the SE region of Qld, who tell me they operate the same 

way - i.e. take their bag limit day after day when the opportunity presents itself.  

 Upon application to become a member of the AUF or USFA, divers undertake to abide by the law, yet 

some members are not and are using the excuse that they were not aware of the full meaning of the 

regulations.   

 I am convinced that these divers are taking advantage of the lack of diligence among fisheries 

officers, who are only checking daily cartches at the boat ramps.  If they were doing their job the 

fisheries officers would 

be not only checking 

daily catches, but also 

the catches of divers on 

their way out of 1770 

after having spending 

more than one day at 

sea.    

 I think that the excuse 

that certain club 

members make, that 

they are under the 

impression that they can 

take their bag limit day 

after day, and that they 

are unaware that there is 

a possession limit, can 

and should be squashed through notification at club level and also on the AUF website. 

 My advice is that all clubs in the country should be asked to notify each of their members about the 

full implications of the rules and regulations which affect the places their members are diving.   

Organised trips whereby clubs drive up in convoy from NSW to 1770 in Qld, should include a printed 

copy of the current regulations wrt posession limits and size restrictions in Qld, easily downloaded 

from the site www.dpi.qld.gov.au   Also vice versa for Queenslanders entering other States to dive 

and vice versa for all other interstate divers. 

 It is important to note also, as pointed out recently by a Mackay spearo, that Baramundi may not be 

taken between 6pm and 6am and may not be taken in freshwater.  Many may not be aware of these 

rulings.   

Also that the Painted cray must be 9cm in carapice and 11.5cm in tail and that 2 central lobes of tail 

must be clipped.  A lot of divers think that they can take whatever size they like in Qld. 

 Regards, 

 Tony. 

 

http://www.dpi.qld.gov.au/
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