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Editorial 

Welcome to edition 6 of Seachange.- the newsletter for members of the Australian 

Underwater Federation. This issue is packed with results and photos from the recent 

national titles in WA. Thank you very much to the brilliant organisers Simon Longbottom and 

Joe Petrovitch ï and congratulations to the open winner Arnie Piccoli ï read all their stories 

below. 

                            

We are very excited that the Nationals was assessed and received 4 stars in the NEATfish 

accreditation ï this is based on environmental, social and economic criteria. It is a great 

result for our sport and brings the number of competitions accredited to 3 (the first was the 

Blue Water Classic and the second the Pacific Coast Championships ï both in NSW). 

We have some great benefits for AUF members so do yourself a favour and purchase the 

Spearing the Menu DVD ï you may learn about Spearfishing and cooking your catch.   

Dr Adam Smith, National Chair (Spearfishing)  
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WA Nationals Report 

By Simon Longbottom, Competitor Director, WA Chair and Joe Petrovitch 

The West Australian Spearfishing Commission recently hosted the 57th Australian Underwater Titles 

in Dunsborough, Western Australia. It was a week of competition which involved 3 individual 

spearfishing heats, a film fishing event and a fin swim race.  

The competition was shore based, meaning divers had to enter and exit from a designated point (no 

easy boat rides here!). Each diver had to tow their own safety float, with fish and any spare gear 

they might need. The spearfishing heats ran for 6 hours each and used a species based scoring 

system meaning divers are rewarded for finding as many different species as possible (subject to 

being on the nominated scorecard). A diver may only present one of each species to the Weigh 

Master, with each species having a minimum competition weight approximately 30% bigger than the 

legal size for that specie.  

To do well in this type of competition a diver must be fit (to swim the distances required to find the 

different species) and they must know the species (where fish will be given the conditions on the 

day).  

 

Finswimming and Filmfishing 

Busselton jetty for the film fishing and fin swim. At 1.8km long the jetty is the longest in the southern 

hemisphere and being 138 years old has turned into a great artifical reef (off limits to most forms of 

fishing though). The fin swim was first which provided much amusement to the local primary school 


